
Tips for Writing Assignments 

Similar to the problem-based scenarios handout that is helpful when writing exercises or assignments that are 

problem based, the following tips help to focus the process of writing strong, effective assignments in TPC. 

These tips can be used for any assignment in any course.  

Write the learning outcomes for this assignment 

1. Outcome  

2. Outcome 

3. Outcome 

Consider what the students will produce 

• Is it a traditional academic essay? (Something that critiques or summarizes academic scholarship) 

• Is it a specific contextualized genre such as a report or email correspondence? 

• Will it include document design? 

• Should it have multimodal components such as visuals or sound? 

 

Tentative student product: ____________________________________ 

 

• How does what the student will make fit with the learning outcomes? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Write Assignment Description  

This is the heart of what will be your final assignment description. Here you want to focus on drafting the 

description based on the outcomes and the final product. You description should include 

• Explanation of what the students will be doing 

• A clear rationale for why they are doing it 

• Additional contextual information if needed and applicable (such as a reminder of course materials that 

can be useful in completing the assignment) 

Write Assignment 

The assignment itself is what the student will be assessed on. The assignment should include information to 

help the student succeed in the assignment. Some suggestions on what typically needs to be included here: 

• data or sources that are necessary for to complete the assignment  

• deliverable and assignment parameters, as applicable 

• due date 

• assessment criteria or rubric 

  

  



Common Pitfalls to Avoid 

Here are some common errors to avoid: 

• Too prescriptive: Leave room for the students to think critically about address the assignment and come 

up with an effective approach. 

• Too vague: Supply sufficient information to give the students a solid understanding of what is expected 

of them and to promote student success. 

• Unrealistic: The assignment is beyond the scope of the students’ abilities, skill level, time required to 

complete. Make sure students have all necessary resources or understand how to find them. 

• Too many unnecessary details: the assignment should focus on a single problem. Focus on what 

matters–what the students need to know to make decisions.  

• Too complex: Focus on achieving the goals of the assignment. Too many factors included in the 

assignment obfuscate the goals of the assignment. 

 

The following pages are an annotation of an assignment and a student deliverable. Both focus on how SLOs are 

apparent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



Below is a student deliverable for the above assignment. Comments illustrate what the outcomes look like in the 

deliverable. Visualizing outcomes in student products acheives the through line using outcomes from 

assignment design to student work. 

 

  



 


