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SIZE & SCOPE
 OF THE TPC

SERVICE COURSE

The average course capacity for all
modalities is 23 students.

Modalities are dominated by online and
face-to-face (F2F) with slightly more
than half of sections taught online. 

64% 

The estimated number of students taught in
the US in an academic year (F, SP, SU). Total 
sections are ~37,000.

Contingent faculty are full-time, non-
tenure track; part-time’ adjuncts; and
graduates students of record. They
teach 81% of service courses 

23 AVG

COURSE MODALITIES

HOW THE DATA CAME TO BE

TYPES OF COURSES 

COURSE CAPACITY

CONTINGENT FACULTY

81%

We gathered information across a range
of Carnegie Classifications in a way that
results are generalizable across the
population of non-profit higher
education institutions.

TOTAL STUDENTS SERVED

854,000

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Carolyn Gubala
carolyn.gubala@gmail.com

Lisa Melonçon
meloncon.research@gmail.com

Jess Griffith 
jlgriffith04@gmail.com

Tanya Zarlengo
zarlengo@gmail.com

Learn more about the project: 
https://tinyurl.com/27s368ab

Total population of institutions (N =
2818) with a 95% confidence interval
resulted in our sample size (n = 369).

Technical 
Business
Professional
Specialized

=  45%
=  31%
=  18%
=   6%

              of service courses are offered at the
sophomore or junior level. 

The courses have the following common titles: 

Technical remains the most commonly used
course term in the course title with 45% of
service courses including that term.  

April, 2025. Initial findings. Contact with queries or for additional information.


